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REMARKS 

Entry of the foregoing and examination of the subject application on 
the merits are respectfully requested. 

By the present amendment, claim 1 has been amended to recite that 
the belt halves comprise nonwoven material. New dependent claims 12 and 
13 recite that the belt halves comprise a film/nonwoven laminate or consist of 
nonwoven material, respectively. Support for these amendments can be 
found in paragraph [0036] of the originally filed specification. New dependent 
claims 14 and 15 further define embodiments of the topsheet and backsheet. 
Support for these amendments can be found in paragraph [0033] of the 
originally filed specification. Support for new claim 16 can be found in 
paragraphs [0033] and [0036]. New claims 17 and 18 further define 
embodiments of the attachment of the belt halves to the absorbent structure. 
Support for these amendments can be found in paragraph [0040] of the 
originally filed specification. No new matter has been added. 

Upon entry of the present amendment, claims 1-15 will be pending in 
the present application. 
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If there are any questions concerning this amendment, or the 
application in general, the Examiner is respectfully requested to telephone 
Applicants' undersigned representative so that prosecution may be 
expedited. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Burns, Doane, Swecker & Mathis, l.l.p. 



Date: March 10. 2004 
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